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Questions to ask at town hall meetings & public events
Topic: Nitrate pollution in water
A tip for contributing to town hall meetings & public events: Share your story and your data!
Be sure to introduce yourself and where you live. If you participate in Nitrate Watch and have collected data in local waterways or drinking water, be prepared to share it. Consider taking a screenshot of color-coded maps and graphs from the Clean Water Hub. 

What steps are you/we taking to proactively prevent nitrate pollution from entering waterbodies that serve as sources of drinking water?
Background: Consuming elevated levels of nitrate in drinking water is linked to increased incidence of certain cancers, thyroid disease, preterm births, and neural tube birth defects.
Examples of actions that can mitigate the amount of nitrate entering drinking water sources include installing soil health practices on agricultural land (e.g. cover crops, saturated buffers, wetlands), creating mandatory buffers surrounding waterways, restricting fertilizer & manure application near sensitive waterways, and improved monitoring of water quality.
What will our community do if/when nitrate levels in our drinking water source(s) exceed 10 mg/L?
Background: 10 mg/L is the maximum allowable level of nitrate-N in drinking water, as dictated by the US EPA and enforced by the Safe Drinking Water Act.
Nitrate cannot be removed from water using traditional water treatment technology. Specialized infrastructure must be installed and operated to remove nitrate from drinking water – typically using reverse osmosis or ion exchange technology. If drawing from a groundwater source, communities may opt to drill new well. These options are expensive and the cost is typically borne by residents/ratepayers.
Since private wells aren't regulated like municipal systems, what resources can well-owners access to monitor the quality of their water? What resources are available to help them mitigate high levels of nitrate in their drinking water?
Background: Well owners are responsible for testing and treating their own drinking water. Well owners are encouraged to test their water at least once per year. Some states offer assistance to provide free/discounted water testing, but some do not. Few states offer assistance when it comes to treating contaminated well water or drilling a new well.
If you are interested in following up after the meeting: Who is the person in your office that handles this issue for you? I'd like to provide you with more information.
Consider sharing educational resources such as Nitrate Watch fact sheets in your follow-up. You might also share any relevant local research/reports regarding nitrate pollution in your area, as well as your own Nitrate Watch data.
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