Letter to the Editor

As Americans, we expect the water flowing from our taps and through our rivers and streams to be safe. Unfortunately, however, nitrate pollution of water is becoming an increasing concern in communities across the country.

Nitrate pollution is often invisible. You cannot see, smell or taste it, but elevated nitrate levels can impact both drinking water and aquatic ecosystems. For over 50 years we have understood the impacts of nitrate pollution on human health and the environment. It is past time to curtail nitrate pollution and prioritize health, safety, and clean water. High levels of nitrates in drinking water are linked to health risks, including increased incidence of cancers, thyroid disease, preterm births, and neural tube birth defects. These health risks have been observed even when nitrate levels are below the national drinking water standard of 10 mg/L.

As a member of the Izaak Walton League, _________ Chapter, I encourage community members to take a closer look at the water resources we depend on every day. Through programs like Nitrate Watch, volunteers can help monitor local waterways and contribute valuable information about water quality in their communities.

Clean water benefits everyone. Regardless of where we live or how we use our water resources, we all have a stake in protecting them for future generations. Access to clean, safe drinking water is a fundamental right. Leaders at the local, regional, and national level need to prioritize the health of communities, the stability of the local economy, and the quality of the environment by taking action to address harmful nitrate pollution.

Sincerely,
[Name]
[Community]
